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A Note from Minister Axworthy 
It is with the greatest pleasure that I welcome The Nobel Committee has recognized this 
you to Ottawa for the Treaty Signing Conference unique and dynamic effort by awarding the Nobel 
and Mine Action Forum. I truly feel that I am Peace Prize to the International Campaign to Ban 
among friends. Landmines and its co-ordinator, Jody Williams. 
Not only are we The Committee’s decision echoed the voices of 
witnesses to the people the world over that have clearly said, 


historic signing of “Enough killing of innocent victims.” No one 
the Convention on — embodied that-plea more than our late colleague 


the Prohibition of and friend, Diana, Princess of Wales. Her voice 
the Use, rose against all dissent to bring this issue to the 
fe Stockpiling, world’s attention. Nations heard our collective 
Minister Lloyd Axworthy at Oslo ~ Production and voice, and many have come to Ottawa to strike a 
NGO Forum, September 1997. Transfer of solemn and permanent blow against AP mines. 
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Mines and on their From its inception, the Ottawa Process has been 
Destruction; we have made history. Together, we open, transparent and inclusive. New electronic 
have done nothing short of what was, only technologies have enabled us to communicate with 
14 months ago, considered impossible — we have our global partners rapidly, inexpensively and 
ensured that a new international norm against across regional boundaries. This transmission of 
ant-ipersonnel (AP) mines is permanently encoded key campaign messages was crucial to our success. 
in a legally binding treaty. In commemorating this new “globalization,” the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and International 
We have participated in a remarkable global Trade has launched Safe Lane, a new Web site 


effort. In October 1996, I issued a 
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featuring RealAudio™ coverage of the Conference. | communities. With persistence, the road beyond is 

Safe Lane will allow people from around the world quite simply the road to recovery from a weapon 

to listen to live Conference proceedings in the six that has terrorized and held hostage entire nations. 

official United Nations languages. I encourage 

you to join us at www.mines.gc.ca. The achievements to date have been 
accomplished by hard, dedicated work. However, 

But the treaty is only the beginning; serious we should expect nothing less in the years 

challenges remain. If we are to rid ; following the treaty signing. Our 

the world of this humanitarian crisis, If we are to rid perseverance will work its 

we must proceed with the same the world of this transformations in the minefields of 

tenacity, commitment and vision that humanitarian crisis Angola, Cambodia, Mozambique and 

have brought us to this historic point. Afghanistan, reclaiming productive 

For 14 months we have been calling W€ must proceed lands, thereby supporting the lives 

upon nations to join us on the Road with the same and livelihoods of millions of people 


to Ottawa. Now, we appeal to the currently at risk. For hundreds of 
global community to look beyond : thousands of displaced people, the 
December to the ongoing efforts to commitment, and return home will no longer mean 
eliminate AP mines. vision that have returning to a strange and dangerous 


brought us to this place but, rather, a place free of this 
scourge that kills and maims people 


tenacity, 


What lies beyond the signature of 


a ban treaty in Ottawa? Early entry historic point. every day of every year. 

into force and effective 

implementation will be crucial if people and In my lifetime, I may never see the last 
countries are to become healthy again. During the remaining AP mine pulled from the ground but I 
Conference, the active participation of experts in can promise you that there will be a generation 
the Mine Action Roundtables will help to provide that will. We are already making progress. On 
us with the direction needed as we grapple with November 3, I was pleased to stand with Prime 
the removal of these weapons. We must focus on Minister Chrétien, Canada’s Minister of National 
the care and rehabilitation of victims and their Defence, Art Eggleton, Nobel Laureate, Jody 


Williams, and representatives from 
Mines Action Canada to witness the 
destruction of the last remaining 
Canadian stockpiles of 
anti-personnel mines. 


Again, I would like to extend my 
heartfelt thanks to those who have 
@@—@ persevered against all obstacles and 
Mi, : 
py, walked this road to Ottawa. 
maa | welcome you. 
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ICRC advocacy video. 
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NEW! www.mines.ge.ca 
The Ottawa Conference: Broadcast Live over Safe Lane 


On September 18, 1997, in Oslo, Norway, 
89 representatives from around the world 
concluded negotiations of a legally binding 
convention banning the production, stockpiling, 
use and transfer of anti-personnel (AP) mines. As 
a result of the Oslo negotiations, delegates from 
approximately 100 countries will be in Ottawa 
from December 2 to 4 to sign the treaty. 


In advance of the December treaty signing, 
Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Lloyd 
Axworthy, launched a new Web site called Safe 
Lane (www.mines.gc.ca). Taking its name from 
deminers’ vernacular for a safe path, clear of 
mines, Safe Lane continues to reinforce the 
founding principles of the Ottawa Process, namely, 
open and accessible information on the global ban 
on landmines. 


The purpose of the Safe Lane Web site is to keep 
Canadians and global audiences informed of the 
efforts being made by Canada and the international 
community to address this humanitarian crisis. The 
site provides information on the scope and severity 
of the AP mine problem, as well as on the success 
of the Ottawa Process, a coalition of like-minded 
governments, non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) and international institutions. The goal is 
to encourage site visitors to support a worldwide 
ban on AP mines. 


Safe Lane features a RealAudio* live broadcast, 
over the Internet, of the December Conference 


proceedings. People around the world who have 
access to the World Wide Web and the proper 
equipment, are invited to listen live to Conference 
proceedings. Broadcasts of national statements and 
delegate speeches will be carried in all six official 
UN languages: English, French, Spanish, Russian, 
Mandarin and Arabic. 


Conference proceedings will be recorded and 
accessible on the Web site, as will roundtable 
discussions, speeches and other information. With 
the click of a mouse, delegates, media and 
attending NGOs can gain access to the Conference 
page for up-to-date conference schedules, 
conference accreditation forms and other 
information on the Ottawa Conference Centre, 
where the signing ceremony will take place on 
December 3: 


Other features of the Safe Lane Web site include 
a virtual photograph gallery, a dedication to Diana, 
Princess of Wales, background information on the 
Ottawa Process I & II, and information on mine 
clearance and victim assistance. Safe Lane also 
provides a directory of links to some of the best 
related sites on the Web. Visit us at 
Www.mines.gc.ca. 


™ a sound card and 


*RealAudio™ software RealPlayer 
speakers are needed to listen to the Internet broadcast. This 
software will be available free of charge from the Safe Lane 
site. 


The War That Never Ends CD-ROM 


A new interactive CD tells the story about the war after the peace accords are signed. It is the story of 
children, women and men held hostage by anti-personnel landmines that prevent them from returning 
home and getting on with their lives. It is also the story of what Canadians are doing to end that war — 
by supporting local initiatives to remove the mines, assist victims and rebuild communities. 


Produced by the Canadian International Development Agency, the CD-ROM will be distributed at the 
December treaty-signing conference in Ottawa to delegates and media representatives. 
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At the outset, I would like 
to congratulate the 
International Campaign to 
Ban Landmines (ICBL) for 
winning the Nobel Peace 
Prize. The decision taken by 
the Nobel Committee in Oslo 
honouring this worthy cause 
corresponds to the 
expectations of millions of 
people. This unprecedented 
worldwide coalition working 
toward a global convention to 
ban anti-personnel (AP) mines 
has been rewarded. 


Austria was among the few 
countries that worked with the 
ICBL from the beginning of 
what has become known as 
the Ottawa Process. As early 
as 1995, Austria was pursuing 
a total ban on AP mines 
through the CCW Review 
Conference, held in Vienna. 
The results of this conference, 
which continued in Geneva in 
1996, clearly fell short of this 
objective. Another forum had 
to be found — a forum that 
allowed us to create a new 
international legal instrument 
banning the use, stockpiling, 
production and transfer of 
anti-personnel mines, as well 
as their destruction. As AP 
mines continue to take 
2000 mine victims every 
month, it was clear that a fast 
track — the Ottawa Process 
— was needed. 


Therefore, I welcomed and 
fully supported the Canadian 
initiative. Careful 


From Austria to Ottawa 


consideration was given to 
how Austria could contribute 
effectively to the preparations 
and negotiations leading to 
the adoption of a total ban 
treaty. Our answer was to 
provide the draft for the 
treaty, and to devise an 
innovative way to pursue 
consultations on the text. 


We should pursue, 
even more vigorously, 
our common goal — 
to rid the world of the 
evil of anti-personnel 
mines. 


Canada’s Foreign Affairs 
Minister, Lloyd Axworthy, 
tasked Austria with the 
elaboration of a draft 
convention. Austria 
distributed its first tentative 
version in November 1996, 
requesting comments and 
suggestions. After this first 
round of bilateral 
consultations, Austria hosted 
an Expert Meeting on the Text 
of a Total Ban Convention. 
From February 12 to 14, 
1997, 111 states discussed the 
text of the treaty. Following 
these consultations, a 
thorough review was 
undertaken by Austria, and a 
second version of the treaty 
was distributed. Anew, many 
States transmitted their 
proposals to Austria. These 
proposals, with the 
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recommendations of the 
Expert Meeting on 
Compliance held in Bonn in 
April, are reflected in the final 
version of the Austrian draft. 


The Brussels Conference, 
held in June 1996, considered 
the Austrian draft and 
forwarded it to the Oslo 
Diplomatic Conference where 
it served as the basis for 
negotiations. After 
amendments were made 
during the Oslo negotiations, 
the Austrian draft finally 
became the Convention. All 
of this was completed within 
a year, and was only made 
possible by the participation 
of more than 100 countries 
united behind one objective 
— to end the tremendous 
human suffering caused by AP 
mines. 


During the past year, a 
broad coalition has emerged 
that cuts across most 
traditional dividing lines. It 
has proved that civil society 
can meaningfully interact with 
states, not only in building 
public pressure, but also at the 
negotiating table. Customary 
delineations between 
humanitarian law and 
concrete disarmament 
measures have been 
surmounted. Countries from 
all regions gathered and 
propelled the process, putting 
aside different views they 
might have had on other 
matters. Those countries, 
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most of them small and 
medium-sized states, even had 
to create the necessary 
structures and mechanisms. 
And in spite of all of these 
challenges, they have 
succeeded. What started out 
as a group of states taking the 
high moral ground became 
mainstream. Today, there is 
no doubt that an impressive 
majority of states will adhere 
to the Ottawa Convention. 


In Ottawa, on December 3, I 
will sign the Convention with 
so many of my colleagues. 
For me, this will be an elating 
moment. But I will also think 
of the vast challenges still 
lying ahead of us. 


I am strongly convinced 
that it would be wrong to 
relent in our efforts now. We 
have a valuable foundation on 
which we can build. This 
foundation encompasses the 
Convention, the broad 
coalition of states and civil 
society, political momentum, 
the increased focus on the 
mine crisis and, lastly, the 
knowledge that together, we 
can overcome these “hidden 
killers.” 


We should pursue, even 
more vigorously, our common 
goal — to rid the world of the 
evil of anti-personnel mines. 


Wolfgang Schiissel 
Austrian Vice-Chancellor 
and 

Federal Minister for 
Foreign Affairs 


Prosthetics and orthotics made and fitted at Central Hospital, Maputo. 


Photo: Robert Sementuk 
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Photographs reveal 
the Horror of 
Landmines 


On November 26, the Canadian 
Museum of Contemporary 
Photography (CMCP) will open an 
exhibition of photographs that 
document the people and places 
ravaged by landmines. The 
exhibition, entitled Landmines, 
features the work of Robert 
Semeniuk, an award-winning 
photojournalist and author who is 
currently based in British 
Columbia. 


Landmines was produced by the 
CMCP with the support of the 
Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA). It 
will be shown at the museum 
concurrently with the December 
2-4 conference in Ottawa, at which 
the international treaty to ban the 
use of anti-personnel mines will be 
signed. The exhibition will 
continue until January 25, 1998, 
when it will be circulated across 
Canada as part of the CMCP’s 
Travelling Exhibitions Program. 


Robert Semeniuk will be at the 
CMCP on December 6 at 2 pm to 
conduct a tour of the exhibition. 


Media Contact: (613) 991-4793. 


The following organizations supported 
Robert Semeniuk's photography and 
research for this exhibition: International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC-Geneva), United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP), United 
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), 
United Nations High Commission for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Cathay Pacific, 
Canadian International Demining Centre, 
World Vision, Oxfam, Co-operation 
Canada-Mozambique (COCAMO), 
Cambodia-Canada Development Program. 
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Statement to the Closing Plenary of the Oslo Diplomatic 
Conference on a Treaty to Ban Anti-personnel Landmines, 


by Jody Williams, 
Campaign Co-ordinator, 
on behalf of the 
International Campaign 
to Ban Landmines 


Wir, President, 


As you probably surmised 
when the International 
Campaign led the standing 
ovation upon the adoption of 
the Convention yesterday, we 
strongly support the treaty. 
Indeed, we believe it is a gift 
to the world. 


Governments have 
responded to the demands of 
the civil society, and have 
come together with 
unprecedented speed to 
produce a treaty that 
unambiguously bans all 
anti-personnel landmines. 


We want to express our 
appreciation to you, 
Mr. President, for your 
extremely skilful and 
effective leadership in 
bringing this conference to a 
successful conclusion. Many 
said that this treaty could not 
be negotiated in just three 
weeks, but you have done it 
with time to spare, Mr. 
President, and have guided 
us toward a treaty of which 
we can all be proud. 


September 18, 1997 


I cannot help but think of 
the contrast with another set 
of landmine negotiations that 
began almost exactly two 
years ago in Vienna, which 
self-destructed after three 
weeks, reconvened twice 
more for another three 
weeks, and ultimately 
resulted in the fatally flawed 
CCW Landmines Protocol. 
We have come an incredible 
distance in an incredibly 
short time since then. We 
thank you, and we thank all 
of the governments that 
support this treaty. 


We also want to express 
our appreciation to you and 
to the many governments that 
have been willing to work 
closely with the International 
Campaign over these weeks . 
and during the past two 
years. This partnership is a 
key element of the Ottawa 
Process, and it is a 
partnership we must sustain 
if we are ultimately to be 
successful in dealing with the 
global landmine crisis. 


The success of this 
Conference has validated the 
Ottawa Process. Together, 
we have shown that there can 
be a new way of conducting 
international diplomacy in 
the post-Cold War period. 
This accomplishment is 


perhaps as important as the 
treaty itself, and should 
embolden us to 
co-operatively attack other 
problems on the international 
scene. 


Mr. President, I would like 
to make just two comments 
on the provisions in the 
treaty. First, the 
International Campaign 
thinks it is important to stress 
that, in both the Working 
Group on Definitions and in 
the Committee of the Whole, 
delegates made it clear, for 
the diplomatic record, that 
anti-vehicle mines equipped 
with anti-handling devices 
that explode from an 
innocent, unintentional act 
are to be considered as 
anti-personnel mines, and 
therefore banned by this 
treaty. Second, we stress that 
a number of governments 
also indicated, for the 
diplomatic record, that in 
Article 3, the “minimum 
number absolutely 
necessary” for training mines 
should be hundreds or 
thousands, not tens of 
thousands or more. 


Mr. President, this treaty is 
not perfect, as perhaps no 
document can be that has 
tried to accommodate the 
interests of nearly 
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100 governments. We will 
work with governments to 
improve it at the annual 
meetings and the review 
conference. But it is a treaty 
that every government of the 
world should sign in Ottawa 
in December, and ratify as 
rapidly as possible. 


The International 
Campaign has drafted an 
action plan that I would like 
to present to you and the 
delegates, Mr. President. It 
lays out an agenda for 
concerted action, by more 
than 1000 non-governmental 
organizations in 
approximately 60 countries 
that make up the International 
Campaign to Ban Landmines, 
in getting the maximum 
number of signatories in 
December and in getting this 
treaty entered into force 
before the year 2000 — I 
repeat, entered into force 
before the year 2000 — in 
promoting universalization of 
the treaty, and in monitoring 
its implementation, its 
prohibitions, and its 
requirements for destruction 
of stockpiles and emplaced 
mines, and for assistance to 


victims. 


The action plan makes it 
clear that we cannot treat this 
conference as the end game. 


We have produced a very 


good treaty that will provide 
the baseline for eradicating 
the weapon and aiding those 
whose lives have forever been 
changed by this insidious, 
indiscriminate weapon. But 
the really hard work lies 
ahead. If we work together, 
if we not only maintain but 
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increase our commitment, we 
will be successful in the 
future, as we have been 
successful here, in truly 
banning anti-personnel 
landmines. Thank you. 


All workers at orthopedic centre are landmine victims, Kabul, Afghanistan. 


Photo: Robert Semeniul 
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“A Weapon of the Past and a Symbol of Shame” 


The following is an 
excerpt from the address 
by United Nations 
Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan to the Diplomatic 
Conference on 
Landmines, in Oslo, 
Norway on September 3 


It gives me great pleasure to 


address your meeting at this 
vital point in our efforts to 


Wazir Hammad (9), landmine victim at Wazir Hosital. 
Kabul, Afghanistan. 


Photo: Robert Semeniuk 


achieve a worldwide ban on 
anti-personnel mines. On 
behalf of the United Nations, I 
wish to thank the Government 
of Norway for hosting this 
Conference. It is the last step 
before the final culmination of 
your efforts in the signing of 
the Convention in Ottawa in 
December. 


The Ottawa Conference will 
be a historic event in the 
peacemaking 
efforts of our 
time, and I 
am proud to 
say that I 
will be 
attending the 
signing 
ceremony in 
Ottawa on 
behalf of the 
United 
Nations. 
This 
Conference 
will be 
attended by 
symbolic 
representa- 
tives of the 
voiceless, the 
victims and 
the maimed. 
The memory 
of those who 
have died 
will be 
honoured. 


Your 
deliberations 


here in Oslo — aiming to 
complete a convention on the 
prohibition of the use, 
stockpiling, production and 
transfer of anti-personnel 
mines — represent the 
worldwide determination to 
see this process to its historic 
conclusion. 


The elimination of 
landmines has become a truly 
global cause, propelled by the 
demands of citizens 
everywhere and promoted 
tirelessly by regional and non- 
governmental organizations. 


I have committed myself to 
strengthening United Nations 
ties with civil society, and I 
am greatly encouraged by our 
co-operation in the struggle 
against landmines. In this 
area, in particular, the 
leadership of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) and the energy of the 
International Campaign to Ban 
Landmines (ICBL) have been 
the driving forces. The fight 
against landmines has become 
a model of international 
co-operation and action. 


I believe we stand at the 
edge of a new age of 
disarmament. With the threats 
and fears of the Cold War 
behind us, the international 
community must seize the 
moment to turn the tide on the 
production of arms. 
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There is a new and growing 
consensus that the 
proliferation of arms of all 
kinds — whether they be 
weapons of mass destruction 
or small arms — inherently 
constitutes a threat to peace. 
We must make landmines a 
weapon of the past and a 
symbol of shame. 


The foundation that was 
built at the June Conference 
[Brussels] is a solid one. 
Ninety-seven countries 
announced their support for 
the Ottawa Process and agreed 
to negotiate the terms for an 
international treaty to be 
signed in December. 


In my message to the 
Brussels Conference, I urged 
that we seize the opportunity 
to eradicate this invisible 
enemy. I also pledged, as I do 
today, the support and the 
commitment of the United 
Nations toward the aim of a 
total ban. 


I do so not only because the 
use of a weapon whose 
victims are overwhelmingly 
women and children is 
fundamentally immoral. | 
pledge our support also 
because the curse of 
landmines affects every aspect 
of the work of the United 
Nations — from peace and 
security, to health and to 
development. 


A total ban on anti- 
personnel mines will mark the 
end of only one aspect of our 


fight against landmines. No 
less important is the removal 
of millions of mines that have 
already been laid. 


Landmines remain the 
most deadly and 
destructive obstacles to 
our work in post-conflict 
societies. 


Each mine cleared may 
mean a life saved. But we 
know also, that for every 
100,000 mines cleared a year, 
between two and five million 
mines are laid at the same 
time. The presence — or even 
the fear of the presence — of 
just one landmine can prevent 
the cultivation of an entire 
field, robbing a family or 
perhaps an entire village of its 
livelihood. Landmines remain 
the most deadly and 
destructive obstacles to our 
work in post-conflict societies. 


Whether it is the rebuilding 
of infrastructure, the repair of 
homes or, most importantly, 
the return of refugees, 
landmines are enemy number 
one. In countries as diverse as 
Angola, Cambodia and 
Bosnia, we have seen how the 
long and hard work of post- 
conflict rehabilitation is 
marred many years into the 
future by the presence of 
landmines. 


Though civilians, of course, 
are the first and foremost 
victims of mines, we should 
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not forget that the very work of 
peacekeeping and peacebuilding 
is imperilled by landmines. 


You have embarked on a 
mission of genuine promise. The 
universal revulsion at the use of 
landmines has reached 
unprecedented levels. 


Even within military circles, 
there is a growing conviction that 
landmines are as great a threat to 
those who plant them as to 
anyone else. There is a widening 
consensus that the strategic utility 
of anti-personnel mines is 
marginal, and that in the growing 
number of conflicts with fluid 
frontiers, defensive minefields 
limit operational actions rather 
than enable them. 


Finally, it is development itself 
that is held hostage to the curse 
of landmines. Developing 
countries are too often twice 
cursed — with poverty and with 
war — landmines being the most 
permanent, the most destructive 
wound of war. Without their 
elimination, refugees will be far 
less able to return, idle fields will 
be far less accessible, and peace 
itself will be elusive. 


That is why your work is so 
important, that is why your aim 
of a complete ban holds such 
promise for imperilled millions 
around the world, not only the 
citizens but also the soldiers at 
risk. I salute you for your vision. 
I look forward to seeing you in 
Ottawa. 
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A Tribute to the World’s Most Effective Volunteer 


I first met Diana, Princess 
of Wales in the 1980s when I 
was Chief Executive of the 
Royal National Institute for 
the Deaf and she was Patron 
of the Commonwealth Society 
for the Deaf. We were 
introduced to deaf people at 
the same time, and we 
decided to learn sign 
language. She was keen to 
show deaf people. that she 
cared and the ability to 
communicate with them in 
their own language was 
important to her. 
Communication was vital to 
her. She was able to 
communicate with almost 
anyone, whether a president 
of a country or a victim of a 
landmine. 


The global ban on 
landmines is a 
fitting and lasting 
tribute to her life. 


I started at the Red Cross in 
January 1991, just before the 
Gulf War, and was pleased to 
discover that Diana, Princess 
of Wales was a Patron of the 
Red Cross Youth. Although 
very committed, she had 
much more to offer to the Red 
Cross. At our first meeting, 
she expressed a desire to work 
with our international 


programs and other programs 
in the U.K. I was fortunate to 
travel with Diana to many 
destinations, both in the U.K. 
and overseas. 


My first overseas visit with 
Princess Diana was when she 
came to meet us in Hungary 
on the Croatian border. There 
she talked to Croatian 
refugees, and I could not help 
but notice the effect she had 
on Pietre, a young boy 
separated from his parents. 
She was so caring and 
supportive of him that she left 
him feeling hope for the 
future. When I returned to the 
area for a second visit, I met 
with Pietre and he recounted 
the effect she had on him. 


The highlight of our tours 
was the visit to Angola 
earlier this year. The 
Princess called me and 
wanted to talk about 
landmines. She had 
received a lot of 
information about landmines 
from the Red Cross and 
other organizations. She 
wanted to know whether the 
situation was a real tragedy 
or not. After I explained the 
issue, she was convinced 
that she could make a real 
contribution. 


While the Angola visit 
was the first time that Diana 


travelled in the capacity as a 
worker, the tour had a 
tremendous effect. I’m told 
that more than 90 million 
people watched the BBC 
documentary “Diary of a 
Princess.” I suspect that this 
is a conservative estimate, as 
the documentary has aired 
three times in the U.K. The 
Princess often combined her 
empathetic nature with her 
ability to use the media to 


highlight a cause about which 


she really cared. 


My last visit with her was 
to Washington in July, where 
we launched the American 
Red Cross Campaign for 


we L "ae 


Princess Diana comforts young landmine victim 


in Angola. 


Photo compliment of British High Commission, Ottawa 
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Anti-Personnel Landmines. 
As the guest of honour at this 
fund-raising event, Princess 
Diana helped raise $650,000. 
Who else could do that? 


Had Princess Diana lived, 
she would have continued to 
help make the world a better 
place. Her love of people and 
her wish to focus on those 
causes that she thought 
important, drove her to do 
more. 


At the time of writing, I 
can’t really believe that she is 
dead and that she will not 
pick up the phone and chat 
about her latest idea. The 
world owes her an enormous 
debt. I will miss her greatly, 
as will the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent movement 
worldwide. 


Mike Whitlam 
Director General 
British Red Cross 
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The Time to Destroy These Weapons 
is Now 


A roaring explosion on November 3 destroyed Canada’s last 
operational anti-personne! mines in a vivid demonstration of 
Canada’s commitment to the treaty banning these weapons. 


Nobel Peace Prize winner and International Campaign to Ban 
Landmines Co-ordinator, Jody Williams, Prime Minister Jean 
Chrétien, Foreign Affairs Minister Lloyd Axworthy, Defence 
Minister Art Eggleton and members of Mines Action Canada 
gathered at Connaught Range near Ottawa to witness the event. 


“It’s important, if we are going to take a leadership role among 
the world community, that the Canadian Forces set an example,” 
said Minister Eggleton. “Today we’ve brought the last 100 mines 
here to demonstrate this leadership by example.” 


In the past year, the Canadian military destroyed most of the 
30,000 anti-personnel landmines it had left in its arsenal. 
Previously, in 1996, it destroyed 63,000 mines. 


As permitted under the treaty, the Canadian Forces have 
retained fewer than 2000 anti-personnel mines for research and 
development of mine detection and clearance equipment, and for 
training military personnel in demining operations. Canadian 
military personnel will continue to train local people in demining 
techniques in places like Cambodia and Bosnia. In recent years, 
they have done similar training in Afghanistan, Kuwait and 
Rwanda. 


Minister Eggleton said the Canadian Forces are sending an 
important message to their counterparts around the globe that the 
time to destroy these weapons is now. 


AP Mine Ban: Progress Report 


“OMAR” deminer 
working near Kandahar, 
Afganistan. 


Spécialiste du déminage de 
POMAR a Voeuvre pres de 
Kandahar, en Afghanistan 


Photo: DFAIT/MAECI 
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Minister Axworthy accepts 
AP Mine Ban Convention 
from former Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Norway, 
Bjorn Tore Godal at United 
Nations General Assembly. 


L’ancien ministre norvégien 
des Affaires étrangeres, Bjorn 
Tore Godal, remet la 
Convention d’interdiction des 
mines antipersonnel au 
ministre Axworthy, lors de 
l’Assemblée générale des 
Nations Unies. 


Photo: DFAIT/MAECI 
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Nobel Prize winner, 
Jody Williams, at Oslo NGO 
Forum. 


Jody Williams, 
coordonnatrice de la CIMT et 
lauréate du Prix Nobel de la 
paix, au forum des ONG a 
Oslo. 


Photo: DFAIT/MAECI 


Landmine victim and 
spokesperson for ICBL 
Cambodia, Tun 
Channereth, greets 
Canadian Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Lloyd 
Axworthy during Oslo 
negotiations. 


Tun Channereth, victime 
des mines et porte-parole 
de la CIMT au 
Cambodge, accueille le 
ministre canadien des 
Affaires étrangeres, 
Lloyd Axworthy lors des 
négociations d’Oslo. 
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